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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We legislate just as well and just as
efficiently now ag we did 20 years ago. The
amendment is unnecessary.

Mr. LATHAM: There are 116 road boards
making by-laws in this State.

The Minister for Lands: They make by-
laws suitable for their respective districts.

Mr. LATHAM: Carrying the amendment
will not interfere with the power to make
by-laws under the first portion of the clanse.
1f the Government are poing to force this,
Jet us have a uniform set of by-laws in con-
nection with this measure. Surely it would
be enough if the Government took power to
make regulations for any particular district.

Mr. DAVY: Within strictly defined limits
it is right to give into the hands of loeal
authorities the power to make subordinate
legislation. But the paragraph proposed to
be struck out would give local authorities
wide and undefined powers, The safeguard
as to the Iayiugb of by-laws on the Table
is insufficiert, Many by-laws are never
looked at here. TUnder the Interpretation
Act by-laws become law the moment they
are gazetted, and a period of one month
is given for their disallowance.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clanse put and passed.
Clanse 27—agreed to.

Clause 28—Power of Minister in ease local
:Authority makes default in carrying out this

et

Mr, LATHAM: I would like to see pro-
gress reported. This is a fairly debatable
clanse,

Mr, THOMSON: I strongly object to this
clause. Just fapey the Minister appoint-
ing a commissioner to exercise the powers
of the local authority, his salary having to
be paid out of the funds of the loeal au-
thority, and he to be deemed the local au-
thority for the purposes of this measure!
Moreover, the Jocal authority is to be re-
sponsible for all the commissioner’s acts,
and for all expenses imcurred by him.

Progress reported.

Houge adjourned at 17.11 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY,
SEWERAGE, AND DRAINAGE DE-
PARTMENT SELECT COMMITTERE.

Extension of Time.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN (Metropotitan)
{4.33]: T move—

That the time for bringing up the re-
port of the select commiltee be exiended
for four weeks.

At the outset we were delayed for some
time in waiting for the 1924 figures from
the department, and then we had to wait
for the return of the engineer, who was on
leave, but is now baek in Perth. Conse-
quently, the select committes have pot been
able to make the progress that was expected.
I am asking for an extension of four weeks,
but if we have the report ready before the
expiration of that period, we shall be able,
under the Standing Orders, to present it.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN.REPLY—FPRESENTA-
TION.

The PRESIDENT ([4.34]: I have te re-
port that I presented to His Excellency the
Administrator the Address-in-reply agreed
to by this House, His Excellency grac-
jously received it and returned the follow-
ing reply:—

Mr. President and Hon. Members of
the Legislative Couneil—I thank you for
your expressions of loyalty to His Most
Gracions Majesty the King and for your
Address-in-reply to the Speech with
which T opened Parliament. (Sgd.) R.
F. MeMillan, Lieutenant-Governor and
Administrator.
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MOTION—HEALTH ACT, FOOD AXND
DRUGS REGULATION,

To disallow Regulation.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[4.35]: I move—

That Regulation 73 (Declaration of
certain drugs), promulgated under the
Health Aet, 1511-19, published in the
‘“Govcrnmment Guzelte’’ of the 11th July,
1424, and new laid on the Table of the
House, be and {8 hercly disallowed.

This regulation i3 an attempt on the part
of the responsible authorities to introduce
in a somewhat altered form a regulation
which had been previously introduced under
the Health Act in 1913, and which was dis-
allowed by this House in September of that
year, The old regulation, which was dis-
allowed by this House, and which I am sur-
prised to find is being published still as 2
regulation in force, wag as follows:—

(1) There shall be written in the prin-
cipal label attached to every package con-
taining any patent or proprietary medi-
cine a statement (in English) of the in-
gredients and the proportions of the same
in such medicine. (2) Exemption from
compliance with the provisions of the
foregoing paragraph will be granted upon
the following conditions, and such exemp-
tion will remain in force so long ag such
conditions are complied with:—(a) That
the particulars required by the regulation
in respeet of the medicine for which ex-
emption is sought be deposited with the
Commisgioner of Public Health. (bh)
That no change whatever be made in the
composition of the medicine without such
change being notified to the Commis-
siener.  (e) That the mannfaeturer or
importer of or agent for such medicine
gizn an vundertaking that all of such
medicine sold or exhibited or intended for
sale in Western Australia shall comply
with the particulars deposited in aecord-
ance with the regulations, (3) All in-
formation deposited with the Commis-
sioner under the provisions of the preced-
ing paragraph (2) shall be kept strietly
confidential by the Commissioner, and
shall only be used for the purposes of the
Act and of these regulations. The Com-
missioner or any public health official
publishing or disclosing any such infor-
mation contrary to these regulations shall
be deemed to be guilty of a breach there-
of. (4) For the purposes of this regu-
lation the definition of ‘‘patent or pro-
prietary medicine’’ contained in Section
187 of the Health Act, 1911, shali apply.

I have read the old regulation so that mem-
bers will appreciate the difference between
it and the new regulation, which I am now
asking should be disallowed. I understand
that after the old regulation was disal-
lowed by this House in 1913, a member of
the Legislative Assembly moved a motion
that the disallowance by this House shonld
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have no effect. He sought to nullify the
cffect of our motion disallowing the regula-
tion, because the motion did not come be-
fore this House within the requisite time
prescribed by Act of Parliament. It seems
a most strange proceeding on the part of
another place to take upon itself the re-
sponsibility of seeking to disallow a motion
passed by this Chamber after due consid-
eration. The wotion disallowing the old
regulation was carried by a large majority.
The vote was taken in a fairly full House,
and only four members voted against the
disnlowanee. It will be noted that the old
regulation required a statement in English.
The new regulation which I am secking to
have disallowed reads—
There shall be written in hold-faced
sang-serif capital letters of not lesa than
six points face measurement in the label
attached to every package containing
medicines or medicinal preparations for
internal or external use by man, in which
are present any of the substances named
in this regulation, or preparations, alka-
loids, glucosides, or poisonous chemical
derivatives thereof, a statement of the
name of the substance or substances or
of the prejaration, alkaloid, glucoside, or
poisonous chemical derivative contained
in it and of the quantity or proportion
present in the following form:—
Then the form is set out. We all know
that many patent medicines are put up in
bottles of fairly small size, and I helieve
it would be almost impossible on some of
them to print all the information asked in
the form required by this regulation. I
shall not read the wiole of the regulation
~—it ia on the Table of the Honse—but I
wish to show the nature of the disclasure
that has to be made. Here is a list of
some of the various ingredients montioned
in the regulations:—
Acetlysalicylic acid, aconite, adrenalin,
or its substitutes, alphacaine (A eucaine,
or ceucaine A), aminophenols, amyl
nitrite, anilides, antimony, arsenie, barbi-
tone (veronal) barium, bella donua, ete.
And so on. There is a list of all these Latin
terms, which terms, I suggest, wonld be
unintelligible to the general public even
although they were printed on the label ¢f
the bottle.

Hon. J. Duffell: They have to be trans-
lated into English, too.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: They would need
to hbe translated. Therefore as regards
those disclosnres the regulation itself ghows
the almost impossibility of compliance, The
list which is set out, and the regulation
which the motion seeks to disallow, are, I
believe, the outcome of a conference of the
health authorities of the various States held
in Sydney some time in 1922. Since then
apparently mnot only the health authorities
in our own State, but also the health an-
tharities in the other States of the Com-
monwealth, have given consideration to the
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matter. As regards Western Australia the
list and the regulation are, I understand,
the cutcome of that conferenee. I believe
the list of medivines mentioned comprises
almost everything that coull be included in
patent or other medicines. Aeccordingly, the
regutation is in effeet much the same ay the
previous regulation; but in this case there
is not the requirement which appeared in
the old regulation, that the information liad
only to be deposited with the Commisgsioner
of Public Health. TUnder the new regula-
tion the information has to be published on
the label of the hottle, and owners of pro-
prietary or patent medicines have thus to
disclose tleir formulas on every bottle—
which I venture to suggest is a very serious
encroachment on what are regarded as pro-
prietary rights.

Hon. A. J. H. Baw: Don’t you think the
disclosure would put some of them away?

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: I do not think
it would have the effeet of putting them
away in the sense suggested by the hon.
member.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Or else the proprietors
would not publish them at all,

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: Yes, as inter-
jected by Mr. Lovekin, the owners of good
proprietary medicines would refuse to pub-
lish the details which are asked for.

Hon. A. J. H. 8aw: Don’t certain firms
do it to-day?

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Probably certain
firms whose rights iu proprietary medicines
are not of much value would have no hesi-
tation in publishing the details. As a fact,
in connection with the old regulation it was
guggested in the debate, and probably not
without good, sound reason, that the manu-
facturera of many of the inferior articles
who were prepared to give information re-
garding their remedies or medicines, would
not lose o much ag the proprietors of cer-
tain well-known and valuable medicines.

Hon. A. J. II. S8aw: Which are they?

Hon. JJ. NI{'TIOLSOXN: There are many
which might be named, such as Dr. Collis
Brown'’s chloridyne, Cockle’s pills, and a
hundred and one other well-known remeries.
These peaple have built up their trade dur-
ing many years, and I believe that in the
covrse of time many of the original pro-
prietorg have disposed of their proprictary
rights in counection with the medicines to
companies, the shareholders in which have
acquired those rights. These shareholders
woull be robbed of the value of their pre-
parations if the disclosures required by the
regulation were made. Therefore those pro-
prietors who regard their medicines and
their proprietary rights as valvable, will
certainly mot be prepared to comply with
the regnlation so far as this State is con-
cerned—and we can only speak here on be-
half of Western Australia. If I remember
aright, Mr, President, in the former dchate
vou made a certain suggestion; and that
suggestion appeals to me as affording the
proper solution of the difficulty, I believe
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that you stated there was only ome way of
dealing with the matter of health regula-
tions and proprietary medicines, and that
was by way of uniform action throughout
the States of the Commonwealth, and that
therefore we should await Commonwealth
action, €0 that uniformity could be ob-
tained.

Hon. A. J. H, S8aw: Efforts are Leing
made to get uniformity among the States.

Hon, A. Lovekin: But three of them have
already turned down this regulation.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: In reply to Dr.
Saw, suppose we as one of the smaller
States of the Commonweaith passed this
regulation, then unless all the other States
passed o similar regulation, where would
the uniformity bel

Hon. A. Lovekin: Some States have al-
ready turned this down.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON; I am advised
that the regulation has been turned down
by otlhier States. The existing position, I
understand, is as follows: In connection
with the New South Wales regulations, the
drug regulations, as they are termed, wers
deleted, and the balance of the regulations
were gazetted abeut 12 months age. Fur-
ther, New South Wales has inserted in ite
Health Aect a section declaring that demands
for disclosure of formulas shall not be made.
There is a definite stand taken by New South
Wales, showing the utter impossibility of
uniformity as regards that State. We on
our side, if we pass this regulation, shail be
depriving the Western Australian people of
an advantage which the people of the other
States have. Indeed, the man who in this
State wanted a box of, say, Cockle's pills,
or gome other weli-known patent medicine,
would simply need to send across to another
State an order by post, aml he wounll re-
ceive the medicine by post.

Hun. J. Cornell: That will be the posi-
tion when we get prohibition in Western
Australia.

Hor. J. NICHQOLSON: Ezxactly. What-
ever is to he done must be uniform through-
out the various States. In Queensland there
are & number of drastic regulations which
were gazetted some years ago, but which

have never heen brought into force.  The
latest conference soggestions were mnot
gazetted. In a telegram published in the

‘“West Australian®’ of the 1st July the
Queensland Minister for Health stated that
the Government Analyst, Mr. Henderson,
was to attend an interstate conference
shortly thereafter, and that Mr. Henderson
had been instracted not to concede any
points. The referenee is to the conference
held some time ago. It means that unless
all the other States are prepared to agree
to what Queensland comsiders proper, that
State will not fall into line. In Victoria the
conference recommendations were gazetted
recently, but a protest was lodged, and a
deputation met the Food Standards Com-
mittee in Melbourne on the 4th August.
The regulations, although gazetted, were
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deferred for six months pending Min-
isterial  or Parliamentary action. At
present  the whole thing is in suspense

as regards  Vietoria. In  Tasmania  re-
gulations were gazetted on the 29th April,
but the regulation demanding disclosure of
tormulas was deleted, In South Awnstra-
lia vo aetion has been taken although the
contorence recommendations were male 15
months ago. Oue ecan perceive, thercfore,
that there is an absolute Jack of uniformity.
Speaking on the Address-in-reply 1 t.ok the
onportunity to quote trom the report of the
Federal Budget Speceh delivered by Dr,
Tage, a report of which was published in
the “*Woest Australian®’ of the 1st Auguit.
I would again qyuote it, by way of cm-
phasising the fact that Commnwealth action
i Leing taken, Dr. Page said—

The (ommonwealth Government is of
opinion that national ceonomy is seriously
affected by lack of uniformity and co-
ordination of the Commonwealth and the
Btates in the administration of the laws
relating to health, It considers that the
time has arrived to examine not only the
distribution of respensibility between the
Commonwealth, States, and local author-
ities, but alse the common action which
should be taken in such matters as a com-
mon standard and control of foods and
drups, the pollution of surface waters in
the great river basins, puerperal illness,
tuberculosis, infectious discases and in-
dustrial hygiene. The Commonwealth
Government las, therefore, decidled to
appoint a Royal Commission on which

both Commonwealth and States will
be represented, to consider the pre-
sent mystem of health legislation and

administration, and to wmake a ve-
commendation desipgned to sceure the most
economical and efficient results, includ-

ing the elgboration of a natienal pelicy’

which ecan be followed by all author-
ities, The Commission will inquire into
the question of pablic health generally
within the Commonwealth. If pessible, it
will define the proner functions of the
Commonwealth and States in order to pre-
vent overlapping, and will ascertain in
what direction the Commonwealth should
move. Inguiry will also be made regard-
ing physical defects with a view to eor-
rective aetion. The Director General of
Health is visiting the United States,
where he is to be the guest of the Rock-
feller Institute. He will also visit most of
the Euvropean countries, in order that ‘he
may glean as much information as pos-
sible as to modern practice in healih
matters.
That shows the position with regard to the
Commonwealth, and supports my contention
that we would be indeed ill-advised to intro-
duce a regulation such as this, which, it is
submitted, would cause inconvenienece to the
people of this State without any resulting
benefit. If I am not wearying hon. mem-
bers, I should like to quote just 2 few lines
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from the speech of Mr. Kingsmill, who in
1913 moved the disallowance of the regula-
tion which 1 firat read. JIn dealing with the
questicn Mr. Kingsmill said—

If I were goided by party feeling in
this respect I would allow the Govern-
ment to take their course, und even sup-
port them in it, I propese to look at tnis
patent  medicine regulntion from two
points cf view: first, that of public com-
venience, and secondly, which i lesy im-
portant, from the point of view of the
efteet on the trude and the husiness peo-
e engaged in this trade in Western
Australin, First, with regard to public
convenience. I have already read to hon,
wembers, and will read again, in order
that they may see what is being done,
a list of some of the principat wedicines
which would be affieted by this regula-
tion, That list is ayv follows:—Bevccham'’s
pills, Cockles’ pills, Elliman's embroca-
tion, Eno’s frnit salts, Collis Brown's
chlorodyne, Kay's essence of linseed,
Powell’s balsam of aniseed, SRanatogea,
Singleton’s eye ointment, Antiphlogis-
tine, Scott's cmulsion, St. Jacob’s oil,
Painkiller, Seigell’s syrup, Bonnington’s
Irish moss.

Hen. R. G. Ardagh: They are all good
ones; what atout the bad?

Hon., W. Kingsmill: The hon. mem-
ber is quite at liberty to pick out the
bad ones, 1 am not going to deal with
the bad ones. Many of the bad ones are
not found in this list but are hidden be-
hind the placing cf their formulae in the
possession of the Department of Publie
Health; that is where most of them have
taken refuge. Now, hon. members will
at onee admit, T think, that the medicines
in the list T have given are medicines
which deal with very many of the ail-
ments from which men and, in some cages
animals, suffer, and are largely uged in
towns where doctors are readily available.
Scme, one, two, three or more of these
medicines may be found in practicaily
cvery hounsehold im Western Australia,
not excepting Purth, where doctors are
readily available. But what shall we say
of the agricultural distriets where doetors
are not so readily available, and where it
is a matter of time and expense to seeure
the services of a medical man; and what
aleo ean we say of those more remote
parts of Western Australia where the ser-
vices of a doctor are out of the question,
districts such as those represented by Sir
Edward Wittenoom and the Hon. F. Con-
nor? What are the people in these dis-
tricts poing to do without these simple
remedies which have stood the test of
vears, and which will be denied them if
this regulation becomes law? I say it is
a most unthinkable regulation.

What Mr. Kingsmill said on that oeeasion
can be repeated with still greater foree
in connectior with the regulation we are
now discussing. T sincerely hope members
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will give the matter that serious consider-
ation it is essential it should have. I
readily anticipate that the Leader of the
House when dealing with the subject wili
say thot he has to protect the publie in
regard to patent medicines, and if the medi-
cines are not what they claim to he theun
naturally it is the duty of the Government
to protect the people. If tke proprietary
medicines, a list of which T have read, were
not medicines that had stood the fest of
years, I ecould understand the Leader of
the House making such a suggestion. 1f
our Health Act is not sufliciently wide to
afford protection in a matter such as this,
then by all means let ns amend it to pro-
vide that protection that it is essential the
publie should bave. We know that the
public muat be protected in health mattera.
If we lpok at the Health Aet as it is at
present, memlers will find that there is
ample protection provided for the com-
munity so that there may be no possibility
of the people suffering any inennvenience
by reason of the use of a medicine that
is not all it should be. Section 179 and
the following srctions in Division 3 of the
Act deal with the sale of foods and drugs.
The first named provides—

The Governor may for the purpose of
this part of the Act appoint an advis-
ory committee and the advisory com-
mittee shall consist of the Commissivner
for Henlth, the Government Analyst, a
bactericlogist and two other persons
conversant with trade requirements, and
ghall be appointed for not exceeding
onc year, but shall be eligitle for re-
appoinment, ete.

Then further on there are varions pro-
visions with regard to analysing food and
various other things, and this is also set
out—

The Commissioner may from time to
time on the advice of the advisery com-
mittee prohibit the sale of any patent
or proprictary medicine, which in the
opinion of the Committec is deleterions
or dangernus to health, Any persom who
gells or offers for sale or has in his pos-
sewsion any patent or proprictary medi-
cire, the sale of which has bren pro-
hibited, shall be guilty of an offence
againgt this division.

If there is not sufficient protection there
I cannot see in what way the section can
be enlarged. It is the duty of the advisery
committee to see that only those medicines
that are not dangerous or deleterious to
health shall be sold. T have already em-
phasiscd the point in respect of the con-
venience of the public. Not only the man
in the town, but the man in the country is
in the habit of purchasing a botile of
patent medicine. If he finds that it does
not do him any good, he will cease to
buy it. It is the duty of the Health De-
partment to step in and prevent the sale
of any medicine that may be deleterious,
but uantil there is uniformity we may just

653

as well cease to take action. I certainly
hope that the Leader of the House will on
reconsideration of this matter agree to the
disallowanee of the particular regulation
mentioned in the motion until such time as
unifurmity is attained. I submit the mo-
tion.

On motion by Celonial Secretary debate
adjourned.

MOTION—WATER SUPPLY, HILLS

SCHEME.
To suspend operalions.
Hon. A. LOVEKIN  (Metropolitan)

[5.15]: I move—

That in the opinion of this House no
further work should be proceeded with
in comncetinn with the proposed Caniing
Rirver and Wongong Creel: Resercoirs un-
til—(a) an engincer, having crperience
in masonry and concrele construction, has
been vppointed and placed in charge of
the undertaking; (D) proper plans, speci
fications, and c¢stimates have Dbeen pre-
pured: (e) public tenders have Dbeen
calied for the construction and carrying
out of the works,

The ‘*West Anstralian’’ some two or three
weeks ago, in an artivle dealing with group
settlements, wanted to know why certain
members of this House were wise after the
event, and why they did not speak earlicr
on what was likely to happen in connection
with gronp settlerent.

Hon. J. Cornell: You ecould apply that
process of reasoning very often to  the
¢ West Australian,’’

Hon. A, LOVEKIXN: Some of us were
wise hefore the event, hecause we eriticised
that scheme at its inception. Tn this matter
of water works I do not want to have a
similar charge juostly luid against us: that
we waited vntil something happened and
then protessed to be wise. Now is the time
to syeak on this question, or to leave eritic-
ism alone. Tn these works in the hills some
millions of money are involved, especially
the large work ot the Camning scheme, and
the Wongonz Brook scheme. Then there
is the third reservoir, the Churchman's
Brook, whick T have purposely omitted from
the motion, because that is already under
construetion. Whatever we may do ir re-
speet to the last-named work, we cannot

improve matters. If one reads the
rublished reports, one finds that the
minor works have bren  undertaken
withaut any proper specifications, or

inveatigations Leing made. Scores of men
are employed on the works, and up to
the present, according to the published
reports, bottom has not been found and
those in charge do not know whether they
can put a dam vpon the proposed site or
not. Shafts are now being put down to
ascertain the nature of the bottom on
which it i3 proposed to place the dam
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These shafts are full of water, and bottom
has not yet been reached.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is
preliminary.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I 3o not kmow
whether this is correct or not, but it is
shown in the published reports.

Hon. H, Stewart: Published by whom?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: In the newspapers.
I would impress wpon the House the fact
that in works of such magnitude we ought
firsf to assure ourselves that we have a
man in charge who knows something ahout
carryving them out. I have made consider-
able inquiries and investigations, and find
we have uot an engineer in the service
who has had any experience whatever of
constractional work of this kind. The
Government should surely sopport this
motign, which says that before we pro-
ceed any further we should see that we
have a man in charge of the works eapable
of carrying them out.

Hoa. H. Stewart: You would bring some
man from India, T suppose, and pass Aus-
tralians over.

Hon. A. LOVEKTN: ANl I want is com-
petence. I want to see someone in charge
of the works who has had the necessary
experience.

Hon. J. Cornell: There are many such
men in New South Wales.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: That is a matter
for the Government to determine. I do
not want a bricklayer to attempt to con-
struet a locometive, for I know I should
not get a satisfactory job.

Hon, H. Stewart: There are many highly
trained engineers in the department who
ought to be capable.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: I do not know
whether that is so or not. So far as my
thorough inguiries go, there is no man in
the department who has had experience
of constructional work of this nature. T
say that deliberately, after full inquiry.
I believe the Government have called for
applications from persons capable of
filling the post of engineer-in-ckief, and
have offered a salary corosiderably in ad-
vance of that now being paid. I do not
think they have offered enough to get 2
first-class man, but they will have an
opportunity of selecting someone with ex-
perience in this particular direction. The
works 1nvolve millions of money, and there
should be in charge of them a man with
experience, even if he is obtained specially
for thie job.

Hon. H. Stewart: There are plenty of
people with experience who are not com-
petent, and they fit old practices to new

schemes.

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: Competent en-
gineers would not do that. An engineer
in eharge of the construction of reservoirs
costing millions of money should have
eerriehce before being permitted to uvnder-
take sueh work., That is a fair proposition

a bad
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in the interests of the public. I do not
know whether there are any competent
engincers in the State, but, if there are,
let ws have them.

Hon. F, E. 8. Willmatt: The engineer
who was second in command of the
Mundaring Weir is here.

Hon. A, LOVEKIXN: 1t is common know-
ledge that the filter heds, which is a wmin-
now job as eompared with the whale job
in the hills, collapsed.

Hon, H. Stewart: That might have been
experience as apgainst training.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: 1 want not oaly
the theoretical, but the practical experi-
ence.

Hon, J. Duffell: That is a good prineiple
to follow.

Hon. A, LOVEKIXN: It applies to every
biz job. Before a big jol is atarted it is
sound and common sense to put in charge
of it 4 man who has had some experience
in similar jobs, The (Government eannot
have any real objection to my proposal
that we should have a man with experi-
ence in charge of this work., There is no
man fitted for it in the department.

Hon. H. Stewart: Do you mean in the
Water Supply Department?

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: Yes. There i8 Do
man there with the necessary experience.
The public have to foot the bill, and the
Government should give them some guar-
antee that the work will be properly car-
ried out by putting the right man in
charge of it. My sceound point is that
proper plans and specifications, and esti-
mates, should be prepared. That is alse
a reasonable proposition.

Hon, J. M. Macfarlane: Have they not
been prepared?

Hon, A. TOVEKIN: This s what is
known in the department as a day-labour
job. Tt ia put up by the department de-
liberately, and in writing, that where a
day labour job is concerned no specifica-
tions are prepared.

Hon. J, M, Macfarlane: And no plans?

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: I do not say there
are no plans, but there are no specifiea-
tions except that reliance must be had on
what are known as standard specifications.
These standard specifications obvicusly
cannot apply to every work that ig under-
taken. They apply to the mixing of
cement, the proportion of sand, stone and
cement that will make good concrete, the
size of the reinforcing rods, ete., on
ordinary works; but they do not provide
detailed specifications of the works in
hand, The filter beds were constructed by
day labour. A rough sketeh plan wss
made, I submitted that to an engineer
and a contractor who told me it was hope-
less for anyone to work to it, because there
was not enough detail in it. The evi-
dence taken at the inquiry conducted by
Mr. Simpson showed that npo speeifiea-
tions were prepared, but that the authori-
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ties merely issued instructions by word of
mouth. The consequence was, the rein-
forcement work was not put in properly,
and the beds collapsed. The same thing
appertains with these other works, No
detailed specifications have been made.
If the work had been let by contraet the
plans woul@ have shown the contractor the
rock bottom on which he was to place his
wall.  Proper borings and excavations
would have been made to show that the
bottom was sound, just as was done in the
case of the Mundaring weir. This, how-
ever, has not been done. At Churchman’s
Brogk the authorities put down 41 bores
and spent a Jot of money. Omnly two or
three of these were bottomed. The
others went down six or seven feet
into kaolin, this |being the general
character of the eountry. They struck
one granite Dblock and another granite
boulder in two of the bores, und I
believe shafts are now being put down to
explore these. In the meantime scores of
men are working on the site, and may or
may mnet be doing useful work. Before
the work was staried, sufficient specifica-
tions should have been provided to emable
a contractor to go ahead. He should have
known, before putting in a tender, how
bigh he would have to build the wall from
the roek bottom.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The department
could not have had all the detailed in-
formation they are now secking.

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN: They are now get-
ting the details. At the present time, how-
ever, scores of men are on the job, and it
may turn out that they eannot get bottom
at this particular place and a good deal of
the money will have been wasted. That is
why T suggest that before proeeeding with
such johs, these details and specifications
should be available.

The PRESIDENT: The time for consid-
eration of motions, allowed by the Standing
Orders, has expired.

[Resolved: That motions be continued.)

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: There is the third
point dealt with in the motion, and it refers
to public tenders being called for the con-
struction and carrying out of such work.
This is possibly a controversial matter. Im
the interests of the people concerned who
have to pay the rates, something should be
done salong these lines. In the evidence
taken before the select committee on water
supply, which will he published to-morrow,
hon. members will see that the rates fo be
levied in the future will press heavily upon
the people of the metropolitan arca. The
designers of sueh works should not be their
own contractors with no check upon them.
Under such a system millions of ponnds will
be spent on works construeted on the plans
and to the designs of one m=an, who will
himself ecarry out the works. In such cir-
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cumstanees all gorts of errors may be made
and it will be quite easy to cover {hem up
so that the public, who have to pay the
piper, will be none the wiser. Whether
works are carried oot by day labour, or by
any other system, there should be some
check to show that the price of the job is
a fair one, and that the work ig carried
out properly. I ask the Government to
congider these matters to-day because I do
not desgire anything to happen in the future
so that someone may turn round and ask
why members of the Upper House, knowing
that these things were going onm, did not
draw sttention to them at the time and in-
sist that someone with previous experience
should be placed in charge of such works,
and that proper speeifications wera pro-
vided. Had there been specifications only,
in the shape of a small sectional drawing
showing how the reinforcement was to
be put into the concrete, there wonld
not have been the less to the coun-
try that was seen comparatively re-
cently. All I ask in the motion is that
there shall be an effective check npon works
carried out, by having tenders cailed. It
tenders are called, we shall be aure that
proper specifications and drawings will be
available because the contractors will have
to view them before putting in their ten-
ders.  There should be no objection to the
motion.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [5.35]:
Before the Leader of the House moves the
adjonrnment of the debate, as I anticipate
he will do, I wish to express regret that
Mr. Lovekin has deemed it right in the
intetests of the State, in conjunetion with
the seleet committee of which he is chair-
man, to bring this motion before the House
at the present juncture. If his assertion be
true regarding our engincers, we have an
alarming state of affairs. I take it that
he anrd the select committee have gone thor-
oughly into the matter.

Hon, A. Lovekin: The matfer has not
come before the seleet eommittee.

Hon. J. EWING: It is alarming to me to
hear from the hon. member that we have
nol engineers of the capacity he indicates.
We have had large public works eonstrueted
in years gone by, The late Mr. C. Y.
O'Coanor was responsible for the construe-
tion of the Mundaring weir. There must be
ment in our engineering departments who
are capable of doing such work.

Hon. J. Cornell: They may not be jn this
denartment.

Hon. J. EWING: If sueh engineers are
not to be found in our public departments,
the Government have every right to see that
the best men are obtained. Mr. Love.
kin said we had no engineer experienced
in concrete work.

Hon. B. Stewart: That is in the Water
Supply Department, not in the Public
Works Department.

IToa. J, TWIXG: We have in th: En-
gineer-in-Chief a man of experience.
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Hon. G. W. Miles: But Mr. Lovekin was
referring to the Water Supply Department,

Hon. J. EWING: As Eagineer-in-Chict,
Mr, Thompson ig in charge of that depart-
ment, toe. If Mr. Thompson is not pos-
sessed of sufficient experience to carry out
that sort of work, he has not in the poast
worthily occupied his position.

Hon, A, Lovekin: He has not dope this
sort of work.

Hon, J. EWING: The Engineer-in-Chief
is supposed to be a man of considerable
ability. I am surprised to hear the hen.
member express the opinion that we have
not engineers of pufficient experience
for this work. After all, the investiga-
tion made by the select committee must
have been & very cursory one, because that
committee has not been long in cxistence.
Degpite that, the eommittee have arrived at
the conclusion that we have not an engineer
in Western Anstralin who has had suflicient
experince to carry out work of this deserip-
tion.

Hon. A. Lovekin: The members of the
select committee have not ascertzined that
faet yet.

Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member said
that distinctly .

Hon, A, Lovekin: ¥ did not.

Hon. T. EWING: I have not spoken in
order to oppose the motion, heeause I ahall
support it.

Hon, J. Cornell: Yor have miseonstrued
Mr. Lovekin’s remarks.

Hon. J. EWING: I take exception to the
statement he made that we have not got
an engineer capable of doing this sort of
work.

Hon. A. Lovekin: I did not say that.

Hon, .T. EWING: Then I do not know
what the hon, member said. Tf the hon.
member withilraws that statement, I shall
be satisfied. I do mnot think the position
is such as he stated. Tf it were, it wenld
be a reflection upon our engineers.

Hon. J. Cornell: Tell me cne engiaeer
who is capable of doing the work,

Hon. J. EWING: I do not know all the
engineers personally. It is inconceivahle
that we have not sueh an engineer to-day.

Hon. A, Lovekin: What opportonity haa
the scleet committee had to ascertain that!

Hon. J. EWING: I do not know. 1
krow ome voncrete faet, and that is that
we have had an Fnogineer-in-Chief in West-
ern Auctralia for many years past, and I
have not heard one word said against him,

Hon. A, Lovekin: I have not said any-
thing either. T say we have no engincery
experienced in the construction of concrote
TeSETVRIrs,

Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member re-
ferred to certain vwork that failed the otLer
day. THe ix |erfectly right in conserving
the inferests of the State and if the posi
tion @ias been found by the select committeo
to be as le deseribed it

Hen, J. Duffell: Tt has not been men-
tioned to the scleet committec.

fCOUNCIL.]

Hon. J. EWING: I simply rose to take
exception to the statement that we have
no engineera in Western Australia who are
capable of doing this work. The hon. mem.
ber also said that no proper plans and
specifications were provided. Mr. Burvill
has shown me some of the evidemee token
hy the select committee already and that
sets ont that standard plans are being nsed
with specificationa.

Hou. J. Cornell: Why refer to the select
committee? Mr. Lovekin did not mention
that body,

Hon. A. Lovekin: It is not fair.

Han. J. EWING: Then I withdraw that
statement. 1 do not know why the hon.
memher moved the motion if it was not in
consequence of what transpired before the
selret committee.

Hon, G, W, Miles: The motion was om
thu Notive Paper before the select com-
mittee was nppointed.

lon. A, Lovekin: On a point of order.
1 have not made any reference to the select
committee and the motion has not been
brought forward as a resnlt of the procced.
ings before that body, It is unfair to
pin the motion to the seleet commitiee.

Hon, J. EWING: I will not bring the
seleet committer into the matter, 1 thought
the reason for the motion arose out of the
evidence taken by the select eommittee,
f am sorry 1 mentioned the select vommit-
tee, but 1 thought that the work of that
baly disclosed a condition of affairs that
the hon. memhber as chairman thouglit it
his duty to bring forward such a motion.

Hon. J. Corneil: Mr. Lovekin would be
ont of order if he did that.

Hon. J. EWING: At any rate, I with-
draw those remarks,

Hon. A. Lovekin: My motion was on the
Notice Taper V-fore the seleet commitiee
sat to take evidence.

Hon. J. EWING: Do T take it that the
hon, memher is entitely responsible for
the motion, and that he has facts and fig-
ures that satisfy him in bringing forward
the motion?

Hon. A. Lovekin: Yes.

Hon. J. EWING: T take exception to the
opinions expressed by the hon. member, and
I hope those opinions are not justified,
Tf they were justified, it would be a bad
thing for Western Australia.

Hon. H. Stewart: Can veu put up a case
to show that lLe is wrong?

Hon, J. FWIXG: Doea the hon. member
ubeeribe to Mr. Lovekin’s statement, that
we have no engincers inm the Publiec Works
Department who are capahle of taking on
thiz work?

fTon. JJ. M. Maeforlane: The Mt. Haw-
thorn reservoir showed us something about
it.

Hon. J. EWINXG: T have scen a lot of
work that has been earried out by our en-
gineers. and such a statemrent is a reflection
upen them,

Hon. A, Lovekin: I di1 not say they
were incapable of doing this work.
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Hon. J. EWING: I accept Mr. Lovekin's
statement regarding the absence of plang
and specifications in connection with day
Inbour work, If his objcet is to have pub-
lic tenders called for works, I am with him
all the way. I ghull be pleased if the out-
come of the motion will have that effeet.
When the Minjster speaks, I am satisfied
he will back up mueh of what I have said.
After consultation with the Mijnister for
Works, the Leader of the House will, I feel
sure, inform members that we have engin-
ecrs who are competent in this class of
work. The motion as it is framed implies
o reflection upon our engineers and I trust
paragraphs (a) and (b) will be deleted.
1 can support it so far as paragraph (c)
is concerped.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Your chief said that
this work ought to be done by contract.

Hon. J. EWING: The present Govern-
ment bave been elected on a well known
policy, and cven if we agreed to the motion
in favour of the contract system, the Gov-
ernment would not take mueh notice of it.

Hon, J. Cornell: We passed a motion set-
ting out that a certain line should be con-
structed by contract and what bappened
to that?

Hon. A. Lovekin:
favoured the syatem.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Yon were the repre-
seutative of a day-labour Government.

The PRESIDENT: Hon. members must
keep order.

Hon. J. EWING: We were in favour of
the contraet system. I am voicing now the
views I held as a member of the Mitchell
Government and which I hope I will hold
for many years te come.

Your Government

Hon, . E. 8. WILLMOTT (South-West)
[5.45]: T only wish to say

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
must move the adjournment. It is past the
time for motions.

Hon. .J. Cornell: T rise to a point of pro-
cedure. My experience has taught me that
when the time to b: devoted to motions has
expired, the Houge can agree to continue the
diseussion.

The PRESIDENT: Of course, if the
House wishes to go on it can do so.

Hon. J, Cornell: Well, by the same reas-
oning T understand the Qiscussion eontinues
until somebody sees fit to move the adjourn-
ment,.

Hon. F. E. 8, WILLMOTT: ‘What
brought me to my feet were the remarks ot
Mr. Ewing, who suggested that paragraph
{c) of the motion should be the only part
to be retzined. But how can we call ten-
ders and carry out the work by contract,
unless we have efficient engineers to prepare
the necessary plapns and apecifications? The
whole reason for the dropping of the eon-
tract system lay in the huge profits made by
enntractors through fanity plans and apeci-
fications drawn in the Government depurt-
merts, The contrartors had smart engineers
in their employment and in many cases they
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made more money out of adjustments ang
extrag than they did under the eriginal con-
tract. [ have known a contract let for
£10,000, aed the contractor to be paid
£65,000 for his work., That was brought
about in this way: A number of bores
were put down and were followed by small
shafts. It was reported that at a celtain
depth, say, 6ft., rock oceurred, and con-
tinued for 560ft. on the site of the pro-
posed wall. What bappened? When the
real excavation took place, it was discovered
that those bores, each amd every one, had
been sunk on boulders. In the broken coun-
try we have, that frequently happens. There
is only one way to prove it, and it is befter
to apend a few {housand pounds in prelim-
inary investigation than to lose miliions
through lack of knowledge at the start. Take
the Mundaring Weir: With all the great
care exercised by the late Mr. C, ¥, O'Con-
nar and his engineers, a fault was dis-
covered at the eleventh hour, with the result
that an extra 72ft. had to be excavated and
most carefulty adjusted with concrete. 1
agree with Mr. Lovekin that we cannot ex-
ercise too greaf care in the Hrst place. In
the very work the subject of the motion, it
may bhe found that after we have spent
£20,000 it will be necessary to abanden the
werk. And it would be very much better
to abandon it then than to waste hundreds
of thousands of pounds on something faulty.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: There was the
famong Fremantle dock calamity.

Hon. ¥, E. 8, WILLMOTT: Quite so.
I am not going to enumerate the many
ghastly failures we have had. We do not
want to look forward to any repetition. The
engineer directly in control of the MMun-
daring weir was Mr. Leslie, now carrying
on business in Hay-street. The second in
charge was Mr. Pentcn, who, I understand,
is engaged in drainage work on the group
settlements.

Hon. J. Ewing: He has given that up.

Hon., F. E, 8. WILLMOTT: Well, he is
still in the State, If Mr. Lovekin had said
there were in the State no engincers avail-
able for carrying out the proposed work, 1
should have joined issme with him; but he
carefully refrained from saying anything of
the sort.

Hon. J. Ewing:
in the department.

Hon. ¥. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Well, we
have grave reason to believe they are not at
present in the Water Supply Department.
If T am wrong, all I can say is they have
very bad luek, We are told there is no
such thing as luck, that Providence always
rules these matters, If that be so, Provi-
lence has forgotten those engineers on one
or two recent oceasions; zs far as I can
gather, Providence seems to have tummed
its back on those men and is not likely teo
look after them on this oceasicm, either.
That being se. it i3 veryr much better to
follow ant Mr, Lovekin’s snoeestion and
get the Dest advice we cun, in order to suve

He said they were not
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wasting hundreds of thousands of pounds in
the near future. As for the calling of ten-
ders, I am in favour of it, providing the
contractors are so pinned down that they
cannot ‘eome along and filch the public
gnrse for extras, as in yearg gone by. That,

really believe, was the sole reason of the
objection to contract as against day labour.

Hen. A. Lovekin: Paragraph (e¢) of the
motion is contingent on paragraph (a).

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: Quite so.
‘We are told that the Leader of the House,
Tepresenting the Labour Party, could not
agree to this paragraph (¢). I can see no
objection te it, for it is not mandatory.
But surely the Leader of the House will re-
member that the Scaddan Government, of
which he was a member, called tenders as a
check on their own departmental officers’ es-
timates. In the cvent of this proposed work
being carried out by day labour, L hope tha{
if the department put in a tender to com-
plete the work for, say, a million and a-half,
they will not be allowed to come along and
draw an extra half million to make good
their mistakes. Frequently has that oc-
curred. On vearly every oceasion when the
Public Works Department has built a rail-
way, the work has not been completed with-
in the departmental estimate. 1 have suffi-
cient knowledge of Government departments
to know that if a vote be getting s little
low, the great idea is to take some of the
officers engaged on the work and put them
on to some other loan vote, and even it up in
that way, There are tricks in every trade,
and that is a very old trick in Government
departments. However, 1 hope the House
will agree to the motion which, in my
opinion, is fully warranted.

Hon. J. E. DODD (South) [555]: Mr.
Lovekin has good grounds for the motion,
considering what the State has lost in the
past on some of its engineering works. The
Fremantle dock is always alluded to, and
we have only to look at the Herdsman’s
Lake borror, as it is rightly called, to gof
an idea of what we must be losing on some
of these works. Why, a party of experienced
miners from Kalgoorlie would have drawn
up a better estimate of the cost of draining
Herdsman’s Lake and, in addition, would
have carried out the work quite as well as
have the departmental officers. But I want to
put this to Mr, Lovekin: Does the hon.
member think the motion as worded rcpre-
sents British justice and fair play? [f e,
Lovekin had so worded the motion as to
provide that the work be delayed until the
seleet committee reports, I should not take
the slightest objection to it; but the motion
presupposes that the engineer in charge has
no qualifieations. Mr. Lovekin has given
us no evidence that the enpineeid js mot
qualified. I am not saying that he is
qualified.

Hon. A. Lovekin: No; I say he has no
experi¢nee of this particular work.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. J, E. DODD: If he has no experi-
ence, surely we should have heen told that.
The failure of the Mt. Hawthorn filter beds
is the subjeet of inquiry by the select com-
mittee, and until the select committee re-
ports, we do not know to whom that failure
can be attributed. As to the preparation
of proper plans, specifications and estimates,
surely wo one will lend va to believe that
such data eannot be prepared in the depart-
ments, Of course, when we turn to Herds-
man’s Lake it becomes clear that no proper
estimates of that work were ever prepared.
Originally it was to have cost £23,000,
whereas up to date it hag cost nearly
£100,000. Obrviously plans and estimates
of some sort must have been prepared.

Hon. A, Lovekin: What about the plans
for the filter beds?

Hon. J. E, DODD: The select committee
ure to inquire into that. Still, is it to be
given out to the public that we are prepared
to hang, draw and quarter a man before we
have any evidente as to whether or not he
is qualified to ecarry out certain work? T do
not say the officer under review is qualiiied,
but ] want some evidence to guide me be-
fore I can agres to paragraph (a) of the
motion. If the hon. member could see hia
way clear to abate his motion by an amend-
ment, I should then certainly support it.

On motinn by Calonial Recretary, debate
adjovrned.

BILLY (5)—FIRST READING.
1, Unclaimed Moneys Act Amendment.
2, Closer Settlement,

3. Private Savings Bank,
4, Inspection of Scaffolding.
5, Road Districts Rates.

Received from the Assembly.

BILL—TRADE UNIONS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—<Central) [6.0] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill requires very
little explapation. It is tendered nccessary
by reason of the appointment of a Registrar
of Industrial Unions about two ycars ago.
The office of Registrar of Industrial Unions
was transferred from the Registrar of
Friendly Societies to the Clerk of the Court
of Arbitration on the 1st March, 1922, The
Industrial Arbitration Act, 1912, eontem-
plates that the office of Registrar of Ladus-
trial T'nions and Registrar of Tradrs Unions
shall be held by the same person, as the
administration of one Aet is eclosely related
fo that of the other. When the duties of
Registrar of Imdustrial Unions were handed
over to the Clerk of the Arbitration Court,
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it was found that the duties of Registrar
of Trades Unions algo eould not be handed
over, because Section 2 of the Trades Union
Act prescribed that the registrar must be
the Registrar of Friendly Societies. At a
conference of representatives of employers
and uzions held at the Premier’s offiee on
the 21st Mareh, 1922, to disenss induatrial
matiers, the Premier of the day promised,
at the request of both sides, that the Trades
Union Aect would be amended fo provide
that the Registrar of Industrial Tnions
should be the Registrar of Trades Unions.
The necessity for the amendment is
due to the faet that registration of
a soeiety could be obtained under the
Trades Union Aet, and the Registrar
of Industrial Unions would, by reason
of that fact, be compelled to register the
game Society as an industrial union under
the Arbitration Act.

Hon. J. Cornell: Nothing of the sort!

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: In the
interests of industrial peace this would be
very undesirable. I move—

That the Bill be now read o second
time.

On motior by Hon. J. Cornell, debate
adjourned

BILL—STANDARD SURVEY MARKS,
Second Reading.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. J.
M. Drew—~Central) [6.3] in moving the
second reading gaid: The introduction of
gome such measure as this hag been under
congideration for many years. It has re-
ceived the approval of every Minister for
Lands from the time of Sir Newton Moore
onwards, but for some reason or other, has
never reached finality. The object it seeks
to attain is of great importance not only to
the Lands Department, but to the Lands
Titlea Department.

Hon. J. Ewing: And to the general public
a8 well.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Yes. In
many large towns in Western Australia the
original survey marks have entirely disap-
pearcd. They have either rotted away, ot
been removed during building operations,
and some have been removed during the
construction of streets and footpaths. Every
survey is dependent on the street corners.
If the original mark has heen removed, it
is difficult to re-locate the original boun-
daries, and later surveys may not agree with
the earlier ones. Trouble frequently arises
in the Titles Office in consequence, and
sometimes valuable properties are affected.
In some instances increased expenditure has
been entailed to property owners. The ob-
ject of the Bill is to protect standard sur-
vey marks laid down from time to time.
These survey marks are subjeet to imter-
ference when repairs to streets are being
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effected by local authorities. Men em-
ployed on such work are not licensed sur-
veyors, and they have no knowledge of sur-
vey marks, They take up the marks before
commencing work and pot them down when
their work is completed, but not always in
the right place. They act with the best
intentions and with no digshonest motive,
but the marks become worse than use-
less, and if a surveyor subsequeatly real-
ises the defect, litigation may result. The
measure will throw some regponsibility upon
the different local awnthoritiea. They will
be required to notify the Surveyer-General
whenever a disturbance of a street involv-
ing interfercnce with the boundary marks
is likely, and the Surveyor-General will
probably have someone in the towns affected
to represent bim. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon, J, EWING (South-West) {6.6]: X
heartily support the Bill and congratulate
the Government upon having introduced it.
It has been the subjeet of diseussion andin-
quiry by Governmenis for many years, and
I regret thiat such a measure was not intro-
duced years ago. The Bill is of consider-
able importance. Not only in the country,
but in the eity, the alignments are not pro-
perly defined, and this measure will give
the Surveyor-General an opportunity to lay
down such permanent marks as will pro-
perly define the street boundaries for all
time. It will be news to most people that
the surveys in Perth have not been so
arranged; no proper marks have been laid
down. Men in the Titles Office have put
down spikes here and there, and those spikes
bave to be found in order to re-define the
boundaries. Under this measure the Sur-
veyor-General will be able to define align-
ments as is done in other large cities, It
ig 10 or 12 years since the City of Syduey
was aligned from end to end. That work
cost many thousands of pounds, bui as the
value of property increased, it became abso-
lutely necessary to do it. Otherwise there
would have been numerous disputes when
land owners found encroachments of one or
two inches upon their property. In a big
city such encroachments involve consider-
able Litigatien and often entail cost to in-
nocent people.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL—HIGH SCHOOL,
Second Reading,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon. J.
M. Drew—Central) [6.10] in moviog the
gocond reading said: This Bill will enable
the Governors of the High School to sell and
tranafer Perth town lot H54. The site of
the old school was granted to the governors
in trost for the purposes of the school, and
the buildings were ereeted on the site. The
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new school i3 on reserve A3421, This Bill
will enable the governors, in selling the old
premises, to transfer to the purchaser free
from the trusts. The governors will held
the proceceds in lieu of the old premises, and
apply such procecds to their mew bLuildings
or in guch manner for the purposes of the
High School as the Governor may approve.
I move—

That the Bill be now read ¢ second time.

Hon. A. LOVEEKIN (Metropolitan)
[6.11]: The sale of this property may be
the means of blocking what is urgently
needed iep the city—the widening of Hay-
street between Harvest-terrace and  Mel-
bourne-road. Already representations have
been made to the Government to yield up
portion of Parliament House reserve, so
that the worst part of Hay-street may be
widened. If portion of the High School
grounds could be obtained for a similar pur-
pose before it is built upon, it would cer-
tainly be an advantage to the city. I shall
not offer any abjection to the Bill, but I
suggest that ghe Minister fix the Committee
stage for this day week to permit of inves.
tigation being made as to whether it is
possible to get a strip of the High School
land for the widening of Hay-street.

Hon. A. J. H. SBaw: For nothing?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: No, but before it
is sold. T understand there is an offer of
some £13,000 for the block, and possibly
some arrangements conld be made with the
City Council to take over so many feet of
the Hay-street frontage, which at present
iz not built upon, and so save cost in
future. There is no doubt that in years
to come Hay-street will have to be widened
right along. If the Minister adjourns the
Committee stage, the City Council may be
apprised of the faet that this measure is
before the House and may take action,

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [6.12]:
wish to suprlement the remarks of Mr.
Lovekin, The High Schgol received the
block as a free gift for 42 vears and it has
developed into one of the best land assets
in Perth, The Parliamentary House Com-
mittee have been asked to express an
opinion whether a certain portion of Par-
linment House srounds should be given to
widen Hay-street. If the Hizh School
corner  remains  as  at  present, the re-
sult wonld be an abortion. It is necessary
that the carner should be vounded off at
least. Dr. Saw asked whether the school
governors slould give the land for nothing,
If they did so. it world he merely an net
of graee, considering the huge nnearmed
inerement that hos fallen to them.

Hon. J. Xicbnlson: T think they did give
a esrner and allowed it to be rounded off,

Hon. .J. CORNELL:
proved an inp-diment.

Hoan, A, Tovpkin: T think they owe the
Covernnent tae wouey.

But a large fig tree

[ASSKEMBLY.]

Hen. J. CORNELL: The City Councii
have communicated with the House Com-
mittee as to whether portion of Parliament
House grounds should be handed over and
although Parliament wili have to decide the
question, the House Committee are favour-
able to the proposal. Im thus expressing
themselves, the House Committee have com-
mitted themselves extensively, for these
grounds are held in trust for posterity.
If the House Committes are of opinion that
20 feet of this magnificent block fronting
Hay-street should be handed over because it
is not buoilt wpon, it should not be asking
too much of the High School governors to
give some, if not all, of what is required
of their block, Tf this be not done, I
shall fight thig Bill, horse, foot and artillery,
and they can keep the rest of the block.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

House adjourned at 6.15 pm.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm, and read prayers,

QUESTION—FRUIT MARKETING,
LEGISLATIOXN,

Mr. SAMI'SON (without notice) aske:l
the Minister for Apriculture: Is it correct
that the Goveroment have decided to in
troduce a measure on tha lines of the
Queensland Fruit Marketing Organisation
Act?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: I should like to ask the hon. mem-
ber if it is a fact that he has been con-
verted to the marketing scheme?
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